
The stag beetle is one of the largest beetles in Europe and 

can reach a total length of more than 9 centimeters. The 

Dutch name is due to the enormous jaws of the males. These 

are branched at the end and resemble a stag’s antlers. The 

females lack these antlers.

The large jaws of the males look impressive but are not 

suitable for biting; the males are therefore harmless. The 

jaws are only used for display and cannot be closed with much 

force. The females, however, have smaller jaws, but unlike 

those of the males, they are strong and sharp and can easily 

cause skin injuries. Females use them to gnaw holes in tree 

bark in order to lick up the sap flows.

The stag beetle 

is rare! 

(Stag Beetle)Vliegend HertVliegend Hert

have you found me yet?

Its current habitats in the area include:

 • Drieschichtsweg

 • Mander

 • Mander esch

 • Mander heide

 • Mandermaten

 • Manderstreu

 • Molen Bels

 • Mosbeek

 • Vasse 



Before this campsite was established, the land 
was mostly used for agricultural purposes. 
Grass was grown either to make hay or to let 
the cows graze. In the past, the cows were 
milked by hand in the barn during the winter 
and out in the pasture during the summer.

De AkkersDe Akkers (The Fields)



Around 140,000 years ago, massive ice sheets hundreds of meters 

thick moved from Scandinavia into the central part of what is now the 

Netherlands. In Northeast Twente, the ice pushed the frozen ground 

up by as much as 200 meters. The ice then moved further across these 

push moraines. About 10,000 years later, the ice retreated, followed by 

a warm and humid period. The sand, clay, and rocks carried along by the 

ice were left behind. Over time, the constant abrasive wind eroded the 

moraines, reducing their height by half. Around 13,000 years ago, trees, 

plants, and animals returned to the landscape.

The Witte Berg is part of the moraine that stretches from Ootmarsum to 

Uelsen in Germany.

The push moraine complex 

of Ootmarsum was formed 

approximately 150.000 years ago.

StuwwalStuwwal
The current Twente push moraines

(Push Moraine)



The brook lamprey is a remarkable, rare 
jawless fish. This eel-like creature can grow 
up to 17.5 centimeters in length and lives up 
to 6 years. The brook lamprey feeds on small 
organisms filtered from the water. As a result, 
the water is filtered and remains very clear. The 
Springendalse Brook is one of the few spring-
fed streams in the Netherlands where the brook 
lamprey is found. This is due to the fast-flowing 
and highly oxygen-rich water.

17,5 cmBeekprikBeekprik

Have you found me yet?

(Brook Lamprey)



Crested newts owe their name to the serrated 
crest that males develop on their backs in 
spring. A distinctive feature is their orange 
belly with an irregular pattern of black spots 
(sometimes the belly is almost completely 
black). During their land phase, the crest 
disappears and they become very dark in 
color—almost black—with small white speckles. 
The crested newt is the largest of the four 
species of aquatic newts, reaching a maximum 
length of up to 20 centimeters.
Crested newts are commonly found in stream 
valleys in the surrounding area.

KamsalamanderKamsalamander

have you found me yet?

(Crested Newt)



ZandhagedisZandhagedis
the sand lizard is the largest lizard in the 
Netherlands. Its length, including the tail, is 
about 16 to 20 centimeters. The lizard has a 
sturdy head and a blunt snout. They eat spiders 
and insects. Interestingly, the sand lizard 
somewhat resembles humans because after 
eating, it wipes its mouth with a little paw.
The sand lizard is now found only in a few 
places in Overijssel, including the Springendal. 
This reptile needs open areas where the sun 
can keep them warm. To help the sand lizard, 
Landschap Overijssel mows patches of heathland 
in the Springendal.

If you’re lucky, you might find me!

(Sand Lizard)



De BronnenDe Bronnen
There are approximately 125 springs

located on the Twente push moraines.

This is due to the thick layer of marine clay that was deposited millions 

of years ago in the sea that once covered this area. On top of the 

impermeable clay, in the sandy layers, lie water reservoirs. The water 

finds its own way over the clay to the edge of the push moraine. There, 

springs form, and from the springs, streams begin.

The Springendal is a spring-rich area, and some of these springs are 

located on our grounds. The natural swimming pond is fed by one 

of the springs found on the site. There is a constant supply of clear 

spring water from the ground. Along the walking path with the stepping 

stones, several springs can be found.



Bonte SpechtBonte Specht
The great spotted woodpecker is a 

black-and-white bird with red “pants.”

In flight, the large white shoulder patches stand out. The male has 

a red spot on the back of its head, which the female lacks. Young 

woodpeckers have a red cap.

The great spotted woodpeckers carve out nest cavities in trees with a 

round hole. They prefer soft wood species, such as birch. Woodpeckers 

can peck like this because their brains are cushioned by a kind of shock 

absorber. The eggs are laid directly on the wood inside the nest cavity.

If you listen carefully, you can hear the woodpecker here in the park.

Have you heard me yet?

(Great Spotted Woodpecker)



BeenbreekBeenbreek
Bog asphodel is a rare plant 

in the Netherlands.

However, this plant is still commonly found in certain wetter spring 

areas in the Springendal and the Mosbeek Valley. Bog asphodel 

(Beenbreek) is yellow—very bright yellow. When it blooms (June to 

August), it stands out clearly because it flowers in large numbers. 

The plant grows to about 30 centimeters in height. Even in autumn, it 

remains eye-catching due to its orange-red seed capsules.

For a long time, people believed that bog asphodel caused bone 

fractures, especially in sheep. A possible explanation is that the plant 

only grows in acidic soils that contain little or no lime—while lime is 

essential for strong bones. Additionally, bog asphodel grows in wet 

soils where livestock can easily sink in.

The bog asphodel 
in the Mosbeek

(Bog Asphodel)



A flash of blue and a high-pitched, sharp call 
are often the first things people notice when a 
kingfisher is nearby.

It’s a striking bird with its contrasting blue 
and orange colors. However, it is also very 
shy and not often seen. During quiet times, the 
kingfisher can sometimes be spotted near the 
natural swimming pond in the park.
Kingfishers dive into clear water to catch 
small fish and aquatic insects.

IJsvogelIJsvogel
Finding meis really quite difficult!

(Kingfisher)



DotterbloemDotterbloem
In and along streams, spring areas, and wet 
grasslands, you can spot it in spring: the 
blooming **marsh marigold**, with its bright 
yellow flowers and striking yolk-like center.

You’ll often find it in river regions and low 
peat areas, but in the rest of the Netherlands, 
the common marsh marigold is rare to very 
rare. After flowering, the distinctive slightly 
pod-shaped seed capsules stand out, sitting 
like little crowns atop the stem.

(Marsh Marigold)



PoelbeekPoelbeek
This stream meanders through the stream 
valley on our property. Its source is located 
at the Dalweg, where it is fed by the many 
springs found throughout our surroundings. 
The spring water from our natural pond also 
drains into this stream, as do the numerous 
springs visible along the walking path with the 
stepping stones. The Poelbeek flows into the 
Dinkel via the Hollandergraven.



Gele KwikstaartGele Kwikstaart
The yellow wagtail can be found along fast-flowing 
streams. Along the banks and on stones in the water, 
they search for insects, constantly wagging their tails 
up and down. Here in the Springendal, you can spot them 
along the Springendalse Brook. The yellow wagtail is a 
joy to watch. This graceful bird moves elegantly along 
the stream, constantly pecking around for insects. Its 
striking yellow body combined with a grey tail makes this 
bird unmistakable.

Find mein thespringendal

(Yellow Wagtail)



The Springendal boasts a beautiful heathland. This 
heathland is a remnant of the “onland” that once 
covered large parts of Twente. The term “onland” 
was historically used to describe wild lands that 
were almost unusable for agricultural purposes. 
The province of Overijssel is actively working to 
restore the heathland to protect the habitat of 
special species such as the stag beetle and the 
crested newt.

HeideveldHeideveld (Heathland)



De BleekDe Bleek
The Bleek is a short-mowed 

grass meadow that was used for 

bleaching linen.

Very early on, humans discovered the power of oxygen in the ‘bleaching 

of linen.’ After washing with water from the springs, the linen often still 

had a yellowish tint and retained odors from use. However, the linen 

became fresher and whiter, lighter in shade, by spreading it out on a 

grass field to dry.

Under the influence of the sun, free oxygen atoms were formed, which 

bonded to the dirt. This gave the linen a fresh scent and a bright color.

Laundry was laid out on the grass while spring water was poured over it. 

The sun then bleached the laundry.


